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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE — CLOSURE 
294. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
The School Education Act directs the Minister for Education and Training to consider the social, cultural, lingual, 
economic or geographic factors that might affect access to school education for particular students when closing 
a residential college. Did the government assess all these factors in determining to close Moora Residential 
College; and, if so, will the Premier commit to tabling the report on the government’s assessment of these factors? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
As I have previously said to the member, there are residential colleges in Geraldton and Northam that have spaces 
available. They are bigger schools with a wider array of course offerings. We have made a decision on 
Moora Residential College. That decision is final. I want to read something out to the member so that he knows 
what some people have had to say about Moora Residential College, because I think it is important that he 
understand what is going on with the college. 
Mr R.S. Love: I understand. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to make sure that the member knows. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Moore! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I have heard that the National Party has been saying that only $500 000 and the like is 
needed to fix the college. I quote — 

As confirmed in a Building Condition Audit undertaken by Building Management and Works in 2012, 
Moora Residential College is not fit for purpose. Upgrade works are needed to address structural, safety, 
health, electrical and fire risk concerns. A structural condition report conducted in April 2017 found that the 
building presents a high risk to occupants due to the lack of fire separation, non-compliant hydrant system 
and inadequate fire detection and warning systems. There is no doubt that the Residential College, — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a short question time. If members will let me read it out — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, your leader is on his feet and you are having a chat. I call you to order for 
the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I continue — 

There is no doubt that the Residential College, in its present state is not a desirable option for students. 
That was a letter from Shane Love, MLA, member for Moore, on 8 November 2017. It is not a desirable option 
for students. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Hold on; there is more, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Members, a question has been asked. Listen to the answer, especially the member for Moore. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I continue — 

I urge the Committee — 
Some upper house committee — 

to consider conducting an inquiry into the importance of the Moora Residential College and its deplorable 
condition. 

Hold on; there is more. I have some more correspondence that I want to read out for members. It states — 
On 29 August 2016 the then State Government announced a $8.7 million investment in the 
Moora Residential College following an exhaustive assessment of the current building including options 
for upgrade and replacement … 
The former government in preparation for making an investment decision in the Moora Residential 
College completed a Building Condition Audit … in 2012 and a Project Definition Plan … in 2017. The 
reports make for alarming reading considering this is a State run residential facility with a student 
capacity for 50. 
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Who signed that letter? It was Hon Martin Aldridge, member for Agricultural Region. There you go, my friend. 
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